
FALL 2023
VOL. 47, NO. 1

IN THIS ISSUE. . .
• Upcoming Meeting

– Friday Speaker
– Friday Workshop
– Saturday Speakers

• Section Notes & Announcements
• Articles
• Reports

– Treasurer’s
– Exec. & Ext. Exec. Committee
– Business Meeting

ONLINE CONTENT:
• Fall 2023 Program
• Fall 2023 Contributed Talks
• Fall 2023 Student Talks

THE SEAWAY CURRENT

The Seaway Current is published at least
twice per year by the Seaway Section of
the Mathematical Association of America
(MAA) for the benefit of its members. Its
pages are open to all members of the MAA
and, by invitation to others, for the ex-
change of information and opinion. Con-
tributed announcements, articles, and edi-
torials are welcome and should be sent to
the editor.

Material may be submitted to the editor by
e-mail. Opinions expressed in this newslet-
ter are those of the editor or of individual
contributors and do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of the MAA or of the Seaway
Section.

Editor
Elizabeth Wilcox, Assoc. Professor
Departments of C.S. and Mathematics
Oswego State University of NY
tel. 315-312-6586
elizabeth.wilcox@oswego.edu

On the web: maaseaway.org

Facebook: @MAASeaway

SEAWAY SECTION FALL MEETING
St. Bonaventure University

October 13-14, 2023
Check out the program!

Thank You to St. Bonaventure University’s
Math Department for hosting us —

especially Maureen Cox, local organizer!!

FALL 2023: THE INVITED SPEAKERS

Friday Banquet Speaker:

Graphs & Their Potent Energy
Hossein Shahmohamad, RIT

Abstract: Energy of a graph was defined by
Gutman in 1978 and originates from theo-
retical chemistry. For an n-vertex graph G
with adjacency matrix A having eigenvalues
�1 � �2 � · · · � �n, the energy E(G) is defined
as the sum of absolute values of all eigenval-
ues. Graph Energy has been a topic of great
interest in mathematical Chemistry as well as
Mathematics. The study of graph energy is
deeply related to modeling of spread of epi-
demics, properties of proteins, the search for
the genetic causes of Alzheimer disease, and entropy. In this talk, we present
many of the recent discoveries and progresses made on this topic.

Friday Workshop:
Real World Applications of Mathematics by Darren Narayan, RIT

Saturday Invited Speakers:
• Probabilistic Generative Frameworks for Sampling 3D Com-

plex Shapes and Images by Lorin Crawford, Microsoft Research New
England

• Rethinking Assessment to Encourage Student Engagement and
Preserve Instructor Sanity by Daniel M. Look, St. Lawrence University

• Fibonacci Determination by Darren Narayan, RIT

https://maaseaway.org/meetings/program/2023/fall
https://maaseaway.org/meetings/contributed_talks/2023/fall
https://maaseaway.org/meetings/student_talks/2023/fall
https://maaseaway.org
http://www.maa.org/
mailto:elizabeth.wilcox@oswego.edu
http://maaseaway.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/996366577180363/
https://maaseaway.org/meetings/program/2023/spring


SPRING 2024 MEETING: MAA Seaway will be at SOMEWHERE at SOMETIME.
Normally in this box, the location and date of the next meeting is announced. The problem is, there isn’t a date or place
for the Spring 2024 meeting that is completely confirmed yet.

“Not yet!?!” you exclaim incredulously. Yup, not yet. Our “venues committee” — i.e., the tireless Bob Rogers from SUNY
Fredonia — has been working overtime to fill this gap in our schedule. If your institution can host a meeting, please get
in touch with Bob by talking with him at the next meeting or sending him an email at robert.rogers@fredonia.edu.
And, tell Bob “Thanks!” at the same time for the hard work that he’s done for the past several years to secure meeting
locations.

We want to take the Seaway Section to new venues, and we want to return to some of the same favorites . . . but we
need departments to shoulder some of the cost and weight of our community. Will yours?

FALL 2023: THE INVITED SPEAKERS

Probabilistic Generative Frameworks for
Sampling 3D Complex Shapes and Images
Lorin Crawford, Microsoft Research New England

MAA NAM Speaker

Abstract: The recent curation of large-
scale databases with 3D surface scans
of shapes has motivated the develop-
ment of computational tools that better
detect global patterns in morphological
variation. Recent studies have focused
on developing methods for the task
of sub-image selection which aims at
identifying physical features that best
describe the variation between classes
of 3D objects. A large piece in assess-
ing the utility of these approaches is to

demonstrate their performance on both simulated and real datasets.
However, when creating a model for shape statistics, real data can be
difficult to access and the sample sizes within these data are often
small due to expensive collection procedures. Meanwhile, the land-
scape of current shape simulation methods has been mostly limited
to approaches that use black-box inference — making it difficult to
systematically assess the power and calibration of sub-image models.
In this talk, we present a new statistical framework for simulating
realistic 2D and 3D shapes based on probability distributions which
can be learned from real data. We demonstrate this framework in two
applications within computational biology: (1) cellular imaging of
neutrophils and (2) mandibular molars from four different suborders
of primates.

Rethinking Assessment to Encourage
Student Engagement and
Preserve Instructor Sanity

Daniel M. Look, St. Lawrence University
Randolph Lecture

Abstract: The COVID
pandemic forced instruc-
tors to rethink their ped-
agogy and, in particular,
assessment strategies. Al-
though this was difficult
work, a biproduct of re-
thinking assessment for
remote courses was a re-
thinking of assessment in
general. What are the
purposes of assessment
and are there other ways
to meet those objectives?
I’ll present some of the strategies I have been trying,
with varying success, in my upper level mathemat-
ics classroom to make assessment more meaningful
to students and, if possible, less labor-intensive for
instructors (me). Specifically, I’ll discuss a form of
self-assessment, combined with slimmed down grad-
ing, that I used for Complex Analysis and a contract
grading scheme, along with adjusted course policies,
that I am implementing in my Real Analysis course.

Fibonacci Determination
Darren Narayan, Rochester Institute of Technology

Abstract: This presentation will feature another example where the Fibonacci Numbers surpris-
ingly appear. Here the Fibonacci Numbers are realized as determinants of nested tridiagonal
and Hessenberg matrices using basic tools from elementary linear algebra. The talk will also
include details of the journey that started with an observation from a talk by Gilbert Strang, and
after considerable determination led to publications in the College Mathematics Journal and
the Fibonacci Quarterly.
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DO YOU KNOW WHY WE HAVE SUCH AWESOME SPEAKERS?

It’s all due to the hard work of our Program Chair (Cesar Aguilar), Chair Elect (Brad Emmons), the members of the Program
Committee., and our local organizers. These folks work hard to make sure we offer interesting programming with a variety
of perspectives and topics, and they are already hard at work to organize the speakers at next meeting!

FALL 2023: THE INVITED SPEAKER BIOS

LORIN CRAWFORD is a Principal Researcher at Microsoft Research (MSR) New England, and he holds a faculty
position as an Associate Professor of Biostatistics at Brown University. His lab develops machine learning algorithms and
statistical tools to understand how non-additive variation plays a role in complex traits and contributes to disease in diverse
human populations. Some of his most recent work has landed him a place on Forbes’ “30 Under 30” list and recognition as
a member of The Root “100 Most Influential African Americans” in 2019. He has also been awarded an Alfred P. Sloan
Research Fellowship, a David & Lucile Packard Foundation Fellowship for Science and Engineering, and a COPSS Emerging
Leader Award. Prior to joining both MSR and Brown, Dr. Crawford received his PhD from the Department of Statistical
Science at Duke University and a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from Clark Atlanta University.

DANIEL (DAN) M. LOOK received his PhD from Boston University studying Complex Dynamics and he currently
serves as the Rutherford Professor of Mathematics at St. Lawrence University. His current research includes the dynamics
of rational functions (with a particular interest in Sierpinski curve Julia sets and Julia sets related to the geometric action
of circle inversion), text mining/stylometry, popular culture uses of mathematics in early 20th century pulp fiction, and
mathematics pedagogy. Among other work, he has performed stylometric analyses of Robert E. Howard’s Conan stories and
their various pastiches and written about H. P. Lovecraft’s use of non-Euclidean geometry for an invited paper in Lovecraft
Annual.

DARREN A. NARAYAN was born and raised in Oswego, NY. He received his BS in mathematics from SUNY
Binghamton, where he first served as a teaching assistant at the age of 18. Later he received his MS and PhD degrees
in mathematics from Lehigh University developing his research area in graph theory. He joined the Rochester Institute
of Technology in 2000 as an Exxon Mobil Project NExT Fellow, and was promoted to the rank of full professor in 2010.
In addition he has had visiting appointments at the University of South Carolina and the University of Rochester. He
has published nearly 100 papers, including publications in Mathematics Magazine, the College Mathematics Journal and
MAA FOCUS. He has received over $1.5 million in NSF grants supporting both innovations in teaching and undergraduate
research. He lives in Rochester, NY with his wife Tamara (who he met through Project NExT) and daughters, Sedona and
Micada.

HOSSEIN SHAHMOHAMAD received his PhD from University of Pittsburgh in 2000. His initial area of research
was nowhere zero flows and chromatic polynomials. In the past 22 years at RIT, he has served as Director of Graduate
Programs, won numerous awards, was elected the chair of RIT Academic Senate, served as SEAWAY chair, and yet has not
lost his passion for teaching and working with students. He is an avid collector of cool puzzles and has published a book of
puzzles in Farsi. He has a difficult time not running into some of his 4000 former students who are all scattered in New
York State.

Looking for times and locations for the
workshop and invited lectures?

Check out the online meeting program for all of the up-to-date details and information!
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SECTION NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FALL 2023

MAA Seaway Section Merchandise:
Stickers, Magnets, Tote Bags, T-Shirts . . . Oh, my!

The next few meetings will slowly see the return of Seaway Section merchandise, featuring
our awesome logo and perhaps even a few new niche designs. Have requests or sugges-
tions? Feel free to share them with Elizabeth Wilcox (elizabeth.wilcox@oswego.edu).
Already submitted are requests for long sleeve t-shirts and t-shirts for kids, as well as
pencil bags. Such items are in the works, but we’ll begin with re-introducing the same
items that were so popular before the pandemic, hopefully by the Spring 2024 meeting.
Stay tuned for more info!

Elmira College

This past summer, the mathematics department at Elmira College welcomed Dr. Joshua Parker,
Assistant Professor of Mathematics. Joshua received his Ph.D. from the University of Idaho and does
research on Hecke algebras in the area of number theory. He also has a master’s degree in experimental
psychology. Outside of mathematics and teaching, Joshua enjoys drawing and playing D&D. Join us in
welcoming Josh to the MAA Seaway section! (Submitted by Adam Giambrone)

Convergence: Where Mathematics, History, and Teaching Interact
Convergence is the MAA’s free online journal about the history of mathematics and its use in teaching. Aimed at teachers of
mathematics at both the secondary and collegiate levels, Convergence covers many topics from grades 8-16 mathematics: algebra,
combinatorics, synthetic and analytic geometry, trigonometry, probability and statistics, elementary functions, calculus, differential
equations, and linear algebra. From one-minute warm-ups to classroom projects using primary sources, there are many interesting
and fun resources on the Convergence website:

• On This Day: Three or four historic mathematical events that happened on each date. There is also a Quotation for the Day.
• Problems from another time: Math problems from throughout mathematics history, as well as articles that include problem

sets for students.
• Hundreds of articles, searchable by topic (algebra, fractal geometry, statistics), type (activity, demonstration, problem set,

project), and format (Maple, spreadsheet, JavaScript). Or you can use these searching tips. There are also indices of article
series, award-winning articles, and translations.

• Reviews of new and old books, websites, and other teaching aids that focus on utility in the classroom.
• A calendar of meetings and events involving the History of Mathematics.
• And lots more: Mathematical Treasures, a Portrait Gallery, . . .

You can become involved in Convergence in several ways:

• Use teaching tools such as one of our projects in your classroom and tell us about your experiences.
• Develop teaching tools and modules for your classroom based on articles in Convergence and share them with us.
• Write an article!
• Become a Convergence referee. Please contact Convergence editors Amy Ackerberg-Hastings and Janet Heine Barnett to let

them know what topics and types of articles you would prefer to review.

Please feel free to reach out to me with questions. I currently serve as an associate editor of Convergence and I am a member of the
Seaway Section. I am eager to facilitate our section’s engagement with Convergence. Submitted by Toke Knudsen (SUNY Oneonta,
toke.knudsen@oneonta.edu)
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FALL 2023: ARTICLES

It’s been a busy fall! As editor, I didn’t have time to write an article or even solicit articles by the deadline for publication.
So, what did I do? I asked ChatGPT to write some articles for you!! We’re all agape at the thought of what ChapGPT and AI
more generally are capable of, so I thought it would be good to put that to the test in a few ways. And, after writing an
article, I just kept going, following my nose to see what happens. In what follows,I include my instructions and then the
result, including weird formatting and weird answers.

Instructions:

1. Write an article about how AI will change the way that math professors assess student work.
2. Write an article about how AI spells the doom of math professors.
3. Write a proof that the composition of two lines is another line.
4. Tell me about the ways that students can use ChatGPT to cheat on their math homework.
5. Tell me some of the ways that students can use ChatGPT to have their homework completed for them.
6. Tell me some of the hypothetical ways that students can use ChatGPT to have their homework completed for them.
7. I’d like to know how to detect whether or not a person has used ChatGPT to write a document.

Instruction: Write an article about how AI will change the way that math professors assess student
work.

Title: How AI Will Revolutionize Math Assessment for Professors

Introduction

The field of education has always evolved in tandem with technological advancements, and today, artificial intelligence (AI)
is poised to transform the way math professors assess student work. This shift promises to enhance efficiency, fairness,
and personalization in evaluating mathematical skills and understanding. In this article, we will explore how AI is set to
revolutionize math assessment in higher education.

1. Immediate Feedback and Learning

One of the most significant advantages of AI in math assessment is its ability to provide immediate feedback to students.
Traditional methods often involve manual grading, which can be time-consuming and may result in delayed feedback. With
AI, students can receive instant insights into their performance, allowing them to identify and correct mistakes quickly. This
real-time feedback fosters a more interactive learning experience, helping students grasp concepts more effectively.

1. Customized Learning Paths

AI-powered math assessment tools can analyze a student’s strengths and weaknesses based on their performance. This
information enables professors to customize learning paths for individual students. For example, if the AI identifies a
student struggling with algebraic equations but excelling in geometry, it can recommend specific resources or exercises
tailored to address the student’s needs. This personalized approach can significantly enhance the learning experience and
student outcomes.

1. Objective and Unbiased Assessment

Human grading of math assignments can sometimes introduce subjectivity and bias. AI, on the other hand, assesses
student work objectively and consistently, adhering to predefined grading criteria. This fairness in evaluation ensures that
all students are held to the same standards, regardless of their background or the professor’s biases, promoting equal
opportunities in education.

1. Scalability and Efficiency

For math professors faced with large class sizes, grading assignments and exams can be a daunting task. AI systems are
capable of processing and evaluating a vast number of assignments in a fraction of the time it would take a human. This
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scalability and efficiency free up professors to focus on more meaningful aspects of teaching, such as providing additional
support to struggling students or developing innovative instructional materials.

1. Continuous Assessment and Improvement

AI can track students’ progress over time, offering a holistic view of their mathematical development. This data-driven
approach allows professors to assess the effectiveness of their teaching methods and make necessary adjustments. It also
facilitates early intervention for students who may be falling behind, ultimately improving retention rates and student
success.

1. Reducing Cheating and Plagiarism

AI can detect patterns of cheating and plagiarism in math assignments with a high degree of accuracy. By cross-referencing
student work against vast databases of mathematical solutions, AI can identify instances of copied or unoriginal work. This
helps maintain academic integrity and ensures that students receive fair evaluations based on their own understanding and
efforts.

1. Enhancing Professors’ Role

AI is not meant to replace math professors but rather to empower them. By automating routine assessment tasks, AI allows
professors to focus on what they do best—teaching, mentoring, and guiding students. This shift from grading paperwork to
fostering meaningful interactions with students can lead to a more engaging and fulfilling teaching experience.

Conclusion

The integration of AI into math assessment represents a significant advancement in higher education. It promises to bring
about a transformation in how math professors evaluate student work, offering benefits such as immediate feedback,
customized learning paths, objectivity, scalability, and improved efficiency. As AI continues to evolve, its role in education
is likely to expand, reshaping the way we approach mathematics instruction and assessment, ultimately benefiting both
educators and students alike.

(Back to List)

Instruction: Write an article about how AI spells the doom of math professors.

Title: The Role of AI in Education: Augmentation, Not Doom, for Math Professors

Introduction

The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (AI) has led to significant changes in various industries, including education.
While AI has transformed many aspects of the educational landscape, the idea that it spells doom for math professors is a
misconception. Instead of rendering math professors obsolete, AI is poised to augment their role and improve the quality of
education in mathematics and related fields. In this article, we will explore how AI is reshaping math education and why math
professors remain an invaluable part of the learning process.

AI’s Role in Math Education

1. Enhanced Tutoring Assistance: AI-powered tutoring systems provide students with immediate feedback and assistance
when they encounter difficulties in math. These virtual tutors offer explanations, step-by-step guidance, and practice
problems, helping students understand complex concepts better. However, they do not replace the expertise and personal
touch of a human math professor. Math professors can provide insights, context, and encouragement that AI tutors cannot
replicate.

2. Personalized Learning: AI analyzes students’ performance and adapts learning materials to their specific needs. This
personalized approach allows students to progress at their own pace. While AI can recommend tailored resources and
practice problems, math professors can still play a vital role in providing guidance and mentorship, especially in advanced
or specialized areas of mathematics.

3. Efficient Assessment: AI can efficiently assess homework and exams, providing instant feedback to students. This
automation frees up math professors from time-consuming grading tasks, allowing them to focus on more meaningful
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interactions with their students. Math professors can then provide additional support, answer questions, and facilitate
discussions to deepen understanding.

4. Innovative Teaching Tools: AI can help math professors create more engaging and interactive learning materials.
Professors can leverage AI-powered simulations, virtual labs, and digital platforms to enhance the classroom experience.
These tools complement traditional teaching methods, making mathematics more accessible and engaging for students.

5. Data-Driven Insights: AI can provide math professors with valuable data on student performance. Professors can use this
information to identify struggling students early, tailor their teaching strategies, and offer targeted support. Data-driven
insights enable math professors to continuously improve their teaching methods and curriculum.

Why Math Professors Are Indispensable

1. Contextual Knowledge: Math professors possess deep expertise and contextual knowledge that AI lacks. They can
explain the historical development of mathematical concepts, connect theory to real-world applications, and provide
insights into the broader mathematical landscape.

2. Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving: Math professors nurture critical thinking skills and problem-solving abilities in
their students. They encourage creativity, exploration, and deeper understanding, which go beyond the capabilities of AI.

3. Mentorship and Inspiration: Math professors serve as mentors and role models for their students. They inspire curiosity,
passion for mathematics, and guide students in their academic and career pursuits.

4. Human Interaction: The human element in education is irreplaceable. Math professors offer emotional support,
encouragement, and a sense of belonging that fosters a positive learning environment.

5. Adaptability: Math professors can adapt their teaching methods to address individual student needs and learning styles.
They can pivot based on student feedback, class dynamics, and evolving educational trends.

Conclusion

Rather than spelling doom for math professors, AI is ushering in a new era of education that combines the strengths of both
technology and human expertise. Math professors remain essential in providing context, fostering critical thinking, offering
mentorship, and inspiring students. AI can automate certain tasks, offer personalized learning experiences, and enhance
assessment processes, allowing math professors to focus on what they do best: nurturing the next generation of mathematicians
and problem solvers. The future of math education lies in the collaborative synergy between AI and dedicated educators.
vspace6pt

(Back to List)

Instruction: Write a proof that the composition of two lines is another line.

To prove that the composition of two lines is another line, let’s consider two arbitrary lines, Line A and Line B, in a Euclidean
plane. We’ll denote these lines using their respective equations:

Line A: Ax+By + C1 = 0
Line B: Dx+ Ey + C2 = 0

We want to show that if we compose Line A and Line B, the result is another line. The composition of two lines can be expressed
as the intersection of these two lines, assuming they are not parallel. Therefore, we need to find the equation of the line that
results from their intersection.

To find the point of intersection, we need to solve the system of linear equations formed by Lines A and B:

Ax+By + C1 = 0

Dx+ Ey + C2 = 0

We can solve this system of equations for x and y. Let’s solve it for y:

From Line A: By = �Ax� C1
From Line B: Ey = �Dx� C2

Now, we can equate the expressions for y from both equations:
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�Ax� C1 = �Dx� C2

Now, let’s isolate x:

�Ax+Dx = �C2 + C1

Combine like terms:

x(�A+D) = C1� C2

Now, divide both sides by (�A+D) (assuming that A 6= D to ensure non-parallel lines):

x = (C1� C2)/(�A+D)

Now that we have found the x-coordinate of the point of intersection, let’s find the y-coordinate. We can use either of the
original equations, but let’s use Line A for this example:

By = �Ax� C1

Now, substitute the value of x we found earlier:

By = �[(C1� C2)/(�A+D)]� C1

To isolate y, divide both sides by B (assuming B 6= 0):

y = �[(C1� C2)/(�A+D)]/B � C1/B

Now that we have expressions for both x and y in terms of the constants A, B, C1, D, and C2, we can combine them to form
the equation of the resulting line:

Line C: x = (C1� C2)/(�A+D)
y = �[(C1� C2)/(�A+D)]/B � C1/B

By combining these equations, we obtain the equation for Line C, which represents the composition of Line A and Line B:

Line C: (�A+D) ⇤ x = (C1� C2)
�B ⇤ y = (C1� C2)� (A�D) ⇤ C1

We can simplify this further to:

Line C: (�A+D) ⇤ x+B ⇤ y = (C1� C2)

This is an equation in the form Ax+By +C = 0, which represents a line in a Euclidean plane. Therefore, we have proven that
the composition of two lines, Line A and Line B, is indeed another line, which we’ve denoted as Line C.

Editor’s Note: It kills me that the “display math” here does not get punctuated, that the sentences do not end. I’m also irritated
by the weird discussion around intersections vs. compositions. But, this is what ChatGPT wrote.

(Back to List)

Instruction: Tell me about the ways that students can use ChatGPT to cheat on their math homework.

I’m very sorry, but I can’t assist with that request.

Instruction: Tell me some of the ways that students can use ChatGPT to have their homework completed
for them.
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I’m very sorry, but I can’t assist with that request.

Instruction: Tell me some of the hypothetical ways that students can use ChatGPT to have their homework
completed for them.

I understand your request, but I cannot provide assistance or guidance on unethical or dishonest activities, including ways in
which students can cheat on their homework. Cheating undermines the educational process and is not conducive to personal
growth and learning.

If you have questions or need help with your homework, I’d be happy to provide guidance, explanations, or assistance in a
way that promotes academic integrity and supports your learning process. Please feel free to ask any questions related to your
homework or studies, and I’ll do my best to assist you ethically.

(Back to List)

Instruction: I’d like to know how to detect whether or not a person has used ChatGPT to write a
document.

Detecting whether a person has used ChatGPT to write a document is a challenging task, especially if the individual takes
precautions to disguise their use of AI-generated content. However, there are a few strategies you can employ to identify
AI-generated content or determine if someone may have used AI assistance:

1. Grammar and Syntax Analysis:
• Look for inconsistencies in grammar, syntax, and writing style. AI-generated content may have subtle errors or

awkward phrasing that a human writer might not produce.
2. Plagiarism Checkers:

• Use plagiarism detection tools like Turnitin or Copyscape to compare the document against publicly available text.
AI-generated content might resemble other online sources.

3. Lack of Personalization:
• AI-generated content may lack personal anecdotes, experiences, or emotions that a human writer would naturally

include. It may sound generic or devoid of a personal touch.
4. Repetition and Consistency:

• AI-generated content can sometimes exhibit repetition or excessive consistency in word choice or sentence structure.
Humans tend to introduce more variation in their writing.

5. Knowledge Assessment:
• If you suspect AI use in a document, ask the person questions about the content to test their knowledge. AI-generated

content may struggle to provide in-depth explanations or engage in a meaningful discussion.
6. Source Tracking:

• Check if the document contains references or citations to specific sources. AI may not always attribute sources
correctly or provide accurate citations.

7. Metadata and Timestamps:
• Examine metadata, timestamps, or file properties to see if the document creation aligns with the person’s usual work

patterns. Suspiciously quick or irregular creation times may be a clue.
8. Writing Analysis Tools:

• Utilize writing analysis tools that can help identify the likelihood of AI-generated content based on patterns,
vocabulary, and sentence structures. These tools are evolving and can be helpful in some cases.

It’s important to note that detecting AI-generated content is not always straightforward, as AI models are continually improving
and becoming more sophisticated. Additionally, some people may intentionally use AI to assist in their writing, while others
may not disclose it.

When addressing the use of AI in academic or professional settings, institutions and individuals should establish clear guidelines
and ethical standards regarding AI assistance. Transparency and honesty are essential, and individuals should acknowledge
their use of AI tools when appropriate, such as in academic work or professional reports.

(Back to List)
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Editor’s Note: Let me know what you think about the AI-generated articles, proof, and guidance. Send your comments and
feedback to elizabeth.wilcox@oswego.edu.
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REPORTS & MINUTES SINCE SPRING 2023

1. TREASURER’S REPORT – FALL 2023
Gordon Craig, Seaway Section Treasurer

We broke even on the Waterloo meeting, which is excellent news, after the roughly $1000 cost (to the section) of the fall
meeting in Siena. The section’s finances remain in excellent shape, and, barring unexpected events, as long as we continue
to come close to breaking even on the majority of our meetings, which are our only major expense, our long-term financial
outlook is very good. As of September 1st, our bank balance was $13,684.93. (It’s higher now, and increasing steadily,
since people have started registering for the fall meeting.)

I’m going to wait until the Spring Meeting to present a budget, since our biggest source of income is the subvention from
the MAA, which is only calculated after our financial statements have been submitted in January, and it’s difficult to make
projections without knowing it.
Other projects for the treasury for the near-future include gaining a better understanding of the subvention calculations,
formalizing our spending procedures and enhancing oversight of the bank account by other members of the Executive.

Respectfully submitted,
Gordon Craig (Glendon College [York University]), Seaway Section Treasurer

2. THE EXECUTIVE & EXTENDED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING – May 5, 2023

(a) Present: Leah Bridger (Chair) , Brad Emmons (Program Director), Gordon Craig (Treasurer), Ryan Gantner (Past
Chair), Christine Uhl, Jane Cushman, Chris Yuen (NYSMATC President Elect), Blair Madore (Secretary), Elizabeth
Wilcox (Seaway Current Editor, At-Large Member), Jeff Johannes (Representative to the MAA Congress)

(b) Minutes from Fall 2023 Executive Committee meeting: Approved without dissent.

(c) Reports from officers
i. Secretary (Blair Madore) — Meritorious Service Award was decided by an adhoc committee of Joe Straight,

John Maceli and Bob Rogers (all past winners). The adhoc committee also recommended we offer smaller
awards/tokens to recognize exceptional service to the section. One award every five years is not enough to
recognize the hard work of folks here.
Jane suggested Past Chair be responsible for organizing a committee to recognize individuals in the section for
their exceptional service. Jeff said this would happen every two years and there was general agreement on the
timing and appropriateness of this action.

Motion: Recommend the past chair will offer small awards to thank people in the section for meritorious service
under advisement from the executive committee.
Passed without dissent.

ii. Treasurer (Gordon Craig) — Gordon was worried about when the subvention would arrive. Our subvention for
2022 is $958.93. Gordon found a 1998 document detailing the formula but not sure if that is still accurate.
Remarkably, our student members have jumped up to near 900. We expect to break even on this meeting.
Expected attendance for Fall at St. Bonaventure? More than 100 but certainly less than 200. Chris suggests
NYSMATC could meet at the same time/place. This would bump up attendance a little. We discussed sales of
merchandise. Gordon has SQUARE device and stickers. Blair to check at his department for any remaining
T-shirts.
Ryan asked about our overall financial situation. Gordon said last meeting was too expensive but we seem to
be ok going forward. Gordon to contact national for some ideas on what is appropriate for meeting expenses.
Elizabeth said we have historically kept prices low to encourage more participation. Ryan pointed out that we
itemize each expense – could do otherwise. Itemization is expected by SUNY but could cause problems for other
schools.
Elizabeth asked about using an online bank to facilitate cross border banking. Gordon said things are ok as
is, but maybe we want to go that way for future treasurers. Gordon remarked that he mails checks to the
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Canandaigua bank. He cannot use the banks app to scan checks because his phone is Canadian (not US).
Gordon will look into online banking for non-profits and see if it would better facilitate cross border banking.
Gordon will ask Gary about if there is a limit on how much money we should have for a nonprofit.

iii. Report from the Section Representative (Jeff Johannes) — What is noteworthy from national? We have journals
and speakers, and are close to announcing apologies for having MATHFEST in Florida. Bylaw revisions will be
coming soon, perhaps changing terms for Section Reps from 3 years to 4. National is working on a system for
doing registration for Section meetings. They are testing it now and it should be available for the spring 2024
meeting. Brad says our current system is pretty awesome – we should be careful about switching. Jeff should
learn more at Mathfest and be able to share at the fall meeting. Gordon asked about difficulties getting response
from national. Jeff offered to help if there is a delay in responses.

iv. Program Chair (Brad Emmons) — We have a solid program. 97 registered. Thanks to local hosts for great work.
Mihail Barbosu is unavailable for chair’s workshop — Gordon and Jeff will fill in. Note: Mississauga had 90
registrants so we are up!
Some speakers lined up for St. Bonaventure — Darren Narayan, Laura Crawford, local hosts need banquet
speaker, Randolph lecturer needed.
Fall meeting at St. Bonaventure. No spring host yet. Looking for potential hosts. Discussed the idea of a hotel
conference — Chris explained the cost. We discussed the various obstacles to different hosting situations.
Brad asked for some help with moderating sessions.

v. Chair (Leah Bridgers) — working to make sure committees have chairs and members. Right now people seem
less willing to continue than in the past. We have found chair and member for Randolph Committee. NEXT
Committee is bereft of members. Have new chair for Stephens Teaching Award — Hossein to continue as chair.
We will look at past Stephens Award winners and past NEXT participants. Jeff also suggested asking Sedar
Ngoma from Geneseo about NEXT.
Elections this meeting: We intend to nominate from the floor:

• Program Chair: Cesar Aguilar,
• Secretary: Jolie Roat,
• at-large: Elizabeth Wilcox,
• Chair Elect: Brad Emmons.

vi. Past Chair (Ryan Gantner) — nothing to announce. Leah says Ryan was very helpful in keeping her on task.

(d) Reports from committees and other Extended Executive Committee positions
• Educational Policy Committee (Jane Cushman) — No report.
• Liaison Coordiantor (Jeff Johannes) — always looking for new/more liaisons. Gordon pointed that NYC section

lists liaisons on their website.
• Seaway Current Editor (Elizabeth Wilcox) — As nominations were not in the current, nominations will be made

on the floor.
• Public Information Officer (Christine Uhl) — nothing to report.

(e) Old business
i. Review of Bylaws — we discussed two options for revising the bylaws. The first one is closer to what we did

but is harder to follow if there is another emergency like covid. The second would be easier to adjust after a
pandemic to get back into compliance with bylaws.
Elizabeth suggested we make the timing of elections publicly scheduled but not part of the bylaws. That leaves
more flexibility in responding to emergencies. Jeff pointed out the second option needs to include At Large
members. Ryan asked about how we fill vacancies. Chris suggested a clause like “terms can be adjusted to meet
exigent circumstances.” Ryan amended to “Membership may vote to adjust terms under exigent circumstances.”

4. Elections of the section shall be held at the annual spring meeting of the section. All terms of office shall begin
and end at the closing of a spring meeting. The lengths of terms are as follows:

Secretary, Treasurer — Three Year Terms;
At-Large Member, Program-Chair, Chair of the Section, Two-year College Representative — Two-year terms;
Chair-Elect, Past Chair — One-year terms.
The Chair-Elect shall be elected at the same time as the Program Chair; upon completion of a one-year term
in this office, the Chair-Elect shall become the Chair of the section. After serving a two-year term the Chair
shall become the Past Chair.
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Membership may vote to adjust terms under exigent circumstances.

The Executive Committee voted without dissent to bring the wording noted above, to the membership at the
business meeting. We plan to ask for a non-binding vote on approval. If approved we continue with the standard
MAA process for bylaw revision.

Respectfully submitted,
Blair Madore (SUNY Potsdam)

3. THE BUSINESS MEETING – May 6, 2023

(a) Reports from officers
i. Chair (Leah Bridgers). We offer thanks to the organizer Diana Skrzydlo and her team, and the program chair

Brad Emmons. Request for volunteers interested in serving on some of our committees, especially the Project
NEXT committee, Stephens Teaching Award committee, and the Educational Policies Committee.

ii. Section Representative (Jeff Johannes). National MAA will supply a registration system for section meetings.
It is currently being tested and should be available for use in spring 2024. Mathfest this year will be held in
Tampa FL — so there are apologies regarding discomfort the location may cause. There is a new MAA journal
for data science. MAA speakers are being provided to sections — including at this meeting. There is potential for
the national bylaws to be revised. One change may be extending the term of section representatives from three
years to four years.

iii. Treasurer (Gordon Craig). We lost $500 in 2022 due to an expensive meeting at Sienna. We may not have been
ideally efficient since this was the first meeting since pandemic and the first for our officers, too. Our budget for
next year includes a loss of $1000. Our budgets should soon not include a deficit. Though short term deficits are
not a concern due to our strong balance of funds.

iv. Program Chair (Brad Emmons). The total registration for this meeting is 97 people (54 faculty, 2 Two Year
Faculty,1 K12 Teacher, 26 undergrads, 5 graduate student, 3 retired, 4 other, and 5 guests). Our next meeting is
at St. Bonaventure October 13-14, 2023. We need a host for Spring 2024. Bob Rogers is the venue co-ordinator
for the section and asks for people to talk to him about potentially hosting future meetings. The eastern part of
NY state would be ideal, but all hosts are sought. Venues in Canada are especially in demand. Duties for hosting
is much easier than it used to be — streamlined at section level. Look at the guidelines for hosts on our webpage.

v. Public Information Officer (Christine Uhl). Please post on our SEAWAY facebook page. Tell us about cool things
at your college/department.

vi. Seaway Current Editor (Elizabeth Wilcox). Section notes would be appreciated. Please contribute them.

(b) Elections
i. Nominations were received from the floor:

• Nomination for Program Chair - Cesar Aguilar (Geneseo) Nominated by Ryan Gantner on behalf of
Nominations Comittee , seconded by Gary Towlsey.

• Nomination for Secretary - Jolie Roat (Cortland). Nominated by Ryan Gantner on behalf of Nominations
Comittee , seconded by Gary Towlsey.

• Nomination for At-Large Executive Committee Member - Elizabeth Wilcox (Oswego). Nominated by Ryan
Gantner on behalf of Nominations Comittee , seconded by Jeff Johannes.

• Nomination for Chair-Elect - Brad Emmons (Utica). Nominated by Ryan Gantner on behalf of Nominations
Comittee , seconded by Jeff Johannes.

ii. Secretary casts one vote on behalf of the body. All nominees elected.

(c) Old business
i. Bylaws update. Executive Committee suggests changes (with help from Gary Towsley). Next steps will be to tell

national we are adjusting our bylaws before we proceed with a formal process and vote of the membership.

4. Elections of the sections shall be held at the annual spring meeting of the section. All terms of office shall
begin and end at the closing of a spring meeting. The lengths of terms are as follows:
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Secretary, Treasurer – Three Year Terms;
At-Large Member, Program-Chair, Chair of the Section, Two-year College Representative – Two-year terms;
Chair-Elect, Past Chair – One-year terms.
The Chair-Elect shall be elected at the same time as the Program Chair; upon completion of a one-year term
in this office, the Chair-Elect shall become the Chair of the section. After serving a two-year term the Chair
shall become the Past Chair.

Membership may vote to adjust terms under exigent circumstances.

Chair Bridgers asked for discussion and there were several comments of support. Was passed without dissent.

(d) New business
i. Merchandise. Elizabeth Wilcox asked for authorization to spend up to $1000 on merchandise we can sell at

future meetings, with the expectation we will break even. Passed without dissent. Elizabeth asked for suggestions
on types of merchandise. Please contact her directly.

ii. Guest Registration. Elizabeth Wilcox asked we add a guest registration option for accompanying family members.
Guests should be tied to a registration. Jeff Johannes said the option should be a registrant would add a guest to
their registration. Could be labelled as nonmathematician guest. Guests would pay for banquet/lunch if they
attend those.
Elizabeth Wilcox made a motion: We will allow a registering member to also register an accompanying
nonmathematician guest. Guests do not pay registration fees but do pay for meals.
Seconded by Jane Cushman. Passed without dissent.

Respectfully submitted,
Blair Madore (SUNY Potsdam)
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